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An Introduction by Walter Cronkite 


n the propaganda that swirled around World War I there 
appeared the claim that this was “the war to end wars.” It 
turned out that this was an empty promise and an impossi- 
ble dream. The claim was made in an effort to justify a war 
so murderous and destructive that it offended all peoples includ- 
ing those who started it and those who saw it coming but failed 
to stop If 
Perhaps a similar claim should be made about the U.S.-Iragı 
war that opened the 21st century. The escalation of the firepow- 
er with which nations could equip their military today cast an 
entirely new light on the face of war. The 
explosive power packed into bombs, the 
electronic precision with which they could 
be guided to their targets, pilotless air- 
planes and virrually indestructible tanks, 
television and computers that kept combat 
commanders advised of the exact location 
of friend and foe—a was Star Wars all right, 
but Star Wars transferred to Planet Earth. 
No doubt about it —it was our first 
"push button" war. It must have alerted us 
by now to the danger that lurks in the 
future: the future President of the United 
States decodes on war, the Constitution stil 
being in effect, the Congress grants its 
approval; the lights go on in à special 
bunker under the White House basement as men and women 
in uniform take their places in front of television screens and 
panels of buttons: the red lights in front of them tum to green 


and they attack the buttons. The bombers are on their way, their 


deadly weapons already programmed to drop on the targets 
chosen perhaps weeks before, or possibly, in dire crisis, decided 
minutes earlier. World War ITI (or is it World War IV or V or VI) 
is underway. 

M this point, in the late spring of 2003, only weeks after the 


As we begin 
to relax from the 
hours spent 
at our television 
sets we can 
review what we 
have just seen. 


Iraqi war, we haven't heard of the equally miraculous defensive 
weapons that presumably our military is planning, in the rare pos- 
sibility that some other nation should match our push-button 
offensive capability. Yes, Star Wars lurks in the transistors that 
stand ready to answer the push-button signal from the Defense 
Command headquarters, perhaps in that White House basement 
bunker. 

Meanwhile, as we begin to relax from the hours spent at our 
television sets we can review what we have just seen—ıhe end of 
traditional warfare, the birth of war's modem age. The techno- 
logical advances that changed the face of 
war also brought the war into our living 
rooms. That smacks of the phrase so often 
spoken during the Vietnam War: Television 
was bringing the war to the nation's din- 
ner tables. That reference was to the fact 
that the three television networks of the 
time included in their dinnertime news 
summaries, film taken one to three or four 
days earlier of action in the forests and the 
fields of the Vietnam battleground. The 
motion pictures, taken by daring camera 
crews in the heart of the combat, had been 
flown to the United States to be developed 
and edited before reaching the TV screens 
The Iragi war, in contrast, was brought to 
the nation's dinner tables in real time. We watched as the bombs 
exploded in glorious color on Baghdad's palaces. We saw and 
heard frontline war correspondents give us the play-by-play report 
as artillery blasted and small-arms fire rattled in the background. 

This presentation of the Iraqi war was made possible by tech- 
nological progress and the courtesy of the Defense Department. 
Stung by what many superior officers believed was television's 
part in turning many Americans against the Vietnam War, the mil 
itary had banned reporters and photographers from accompany- 
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Squad leader Sgt. Lonnie Roberts weeps for one of his men, the late Pyt. Gregory R. Huxley jr., at a memorial service in Baghdad. 
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‚story to be absorbed and contemplated 
's.tound in pictures that we can examine and 
study. Photographs found in a book. 


In Vietnam, correspondents could accompany troops to wher- 
ever they could hitch a nde, and there was no censorship, Since 
nearly all combat was between small units and there were no mass 
movements, there were few military secrets to be revealed. That 
system—or lack of one—kept the American public well informed 
of our soldiers’ problems, their setbacks and their heroism. The 
candor did not set so well with the military leadership, leading to 
those post-Vietnam vows that the press would be contained in any 
future conflict. 

The Pentagon's new policy for Iraq II led to the accreditation 
of more than 2,000 reporters, photographers and camera opera- 
tors. The large majority was assigned to cover Central Command 
headquarters in Qatar, and, indeed, the Pentagon spent an est» 
mated $250,000 building a state-of-the-art theater, designed by 
a Hollywood Art Director, for daily press briefings. 

Some 600 correspondents and camerapeople were “embed- 
ded" with the combat troops. Many saw action while some were 
disappointed to find that the units to which they were assigned 
saw little actual combat. Ten journalists were killed in action, two 
are still missing, and four died of natural causes, including NBC's 
much-admired David Bloom. 

In the first blush of victory while the correspondents were still 
embedded, it seemed that the military and the press agreed that 
the system had worked well. Indeed, during the war few com- 
plaints were heard that commanders had restricted the reporting 
of those attached to their units. What problems there were will 
see the light in months and years ahead as the inevitable books 
pour from the reporters’ computers. 

As to the war itself, as one of the commanding generals said 
to the chagrin of his superiors, the war they found was not the 
war they had trained for. Almost in the earliest hours as the Amer- 
ican forces left their Kuwait staging areas and crossed into Iraq 
proper, they claimed to have liberated with scarcely a shot their 
first towns. Those claims had to be withdrawn as irregular Iraqi 
forces staked their own claims on those villages. 

From there north to Baghdad it was to be a series of some- 
times brief if intensive Arefights as the American forces encoun- 
tered the Fedayeen, the irregular but fierce forces loyal to Sad- 
| towns. Crossroads and vital bridges. 
Perhaps provoked by the small seale of the action, retired 


American generals began popping up on television talk shows, 


dam who fought to defe! 


criticizing the overall battle plan. In particular they feared that 
the United States had not committed a large enough force to over- 
come the vaunted Iraqi Republican Guard divisions that presum- 
ably were waiting for the Americans in Baghdad. 

Probably the Iraqis’ morale was shattered by the heavy preci- 
sion bombing of the capital itself and the unchallenged and dev- 
astating air attacks on their own forces, but whatever the cause, 
the Iraqi Army virtually faded into the desert. It simply disap- 
peared along with its leader, Saddam Hussein, himself. 

As American troops swept into Baghdad virtually unopposed, 
victory was assured. It had been accomplished with the loss of 
137 American troops and 32 British, tragic but not ncarly as cost- 
ly as many had anticipated. The Iraqi loss had not even been esti- 
mated weeks after the fighting. but it was believed to be in the 
thousands, both military and civilian. 

The greatest concern of the American leadership had been that 
the allied forces would have to battle street-by-street, building- 
by-building through the crowded metropolis of Baghdad before 
securing victory. With the disappearance of the Republican Guard, 
that was not necessary, but as well prepared as the American kad- 
ership was for war, it turned out it was not nearly so well prepared 
for peace. American troops were met in Baghdad's streets not by 
hostile troops but by a civilian population apparently turned bit- 
ter and hostile by the riots and looting of their own making and 
the clear absence of an American plan to police the conquered 
city. The disorder provided another tableau for American pho- 
tographers, this one buttressing the already existing worry over 
the nation’s future in a conquered land. 

But despite all of those exciting, riveting television reports from 
daring correspondents and camerapeople there was something 
missing. something very precious. It was the luxury of thought. 
ful contemplation. 

The problem with the moving picture is that it moves. We are 
inclined to cry out as the camera sweeps over a complicated scene: 
“Hold it! Wait a minute! Stop there! What was that fellow in the 
foreground holding? What's going on there in the back?” 

History is, undoubtedly, richly illuminated as it ts captured by 
the celevision cameras, but the history to be absorbed and con- 
templated is to be found in those pictures we can examine and 
study at our leisure, the photographs to be found within the bind- 
ing of a book. 
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In Baghdad on April 7, 2003, a combat engineer with the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division stands on a portrait of ' 


je! Me امام‎ 


1) to 4 


t has b | urturing pla xr sublime 
isti ， Hlectual advancements, and 
MAHAL COW lb | ders 1 5 | 


ultural treasures and rulers prohibited [re 


thoug ١ IM netited 447° worki LILLE TISe TS and 

the n n poor thanks. heen overrun Dy some of the 

YA I< MOU VICIONIS U It has allowed reli 
ions to grow and prosper, then seen religious 


spe ‘KAD Atrocities within it: 


ver thud borders. While ceding due respect to 


ont traditions raq i 


id Noah, the patria Abraham and then 
1 his de: lant monotheistic faiths 
Judarsı hrastianıty and Islan is well 

iri H i ineng Irom wi 
ns ١ cebra to hankıı | 0 
lOs ume imme extends 
n ! fair to say no oth 
i experienced what 
i ha kn I 
١ " < 


> 

f , ١ 
نهم‎ | | = 
| 4 i 9 


The Sumerians were 


a cultured, inventive 
and polytheistic 
people. Abu was their 


god of vegetation. 


lelivered to 


Ts 


bh 


aval > AW 1 [ 


LIT » 
^1 9 


e number OD Ul 


ment in the n 
wrmning 
ns made ١ 
LEDESMA KNTS 
M) B.C.. Un 


ter 


* ber 


 uneı!otı I 


such 


MK 


' was a full svila 


This Is Iraq 


course of ent 

advanced civiliz ns blossome 
C ind Rome, there were the Sum 
Ir mte ne us fields in thí Fertil 
veen the 1121 Ind EU ates rivers 
about 4000 | they developed irr 


T m 4 & ١ 8 » 
ies CH Lara, $ ١ FW" d pi 


| 


Nova j V 71% COC 

mathematics based on 

ns the basis lor ume 
m word 7 pa 


recording. Cuneilom 
with a reed stylus 
vithin the community 


ture. the most famous 


onated in the recent wat 


st when Irags National Museu 1 
he altermath ol Baghdad s liberauon 
ir he historical Meso imi wa 
le ١ | CIN í Dac } ur 
rising around n Egypt. for inst 4 
P ‘vi ver WU T ODC 18 hi 
^4 aT . "a = 1 bs i 1 i M" 
i xo s t ed t peop nod 1 i 
lex NH UU and did 1 0 tT 
u. 
Carini adıse ( [14 4^ 
t ١ LE" UH] | " 501 
١ Semit > f i the A in penin: 
M al « yes Later, E lammu ot 
Y reunited Ure > et I! eain MM 
0 ri 11 us empin orth t ١ 
Ligris a Euphrat al ind west to | 
> a J 
Mediterranean. T wa í u In Other treasures 
» , m " w e Y Wi "oA 
city of Bab where, earls lammun from the National — + — IR 
et 3 3 
ظ‎ | | — — — 
eig king set forth an extraordinary code i Museum in At? 
m u dc — míos > C 
It manded u nn I the po Baghdad: a vase Y — ` : — 
" TT ال‎ ww. 5 ` 9 d > سي یھ‎ 
1 shment fit the crime eve fe e from ancient Ur nme e 5 ت‎ APR > 
at en YA. Ne. ar 
1 -— ^^. 
a tooth for à t was, ritten in z (circa 2450 8.cC.), — دل‎ 3 2 
— 4 
\fter H rabi n 1750 war retur a head from k — 04 ! 
Wed | | WAS " 
١ the region. Without listing al changt Nineveh (2350 B.C.) a o ie m 9 
DOW the redrawings ol dat he point and a tablet with "RU es 
" " 1 2 WE A. - 
y region ol the N st, with cuneiform writing Ae A 
E 4 " NEL d n ~ 5 i) iA b ١ md m i 
itics—l en n (1830 8.C.-1530 B.C.). a E 
nd. la Baehdad — contributed treme 
iusIv co the rise of civiliza ve know ' 
it d to do so lor cent 5 King 
O were draconian hey were pn ver الجر‎ : 
: € b. 
^ veluch ١ I 7 d I! 4 ~ X : 2 
id Ne Dui h ١ U 11 i , bi > — 7 
world s Seven Worx e Hanging Gard 9 
VOT UG se) n Aen ا‎ dh 1 X On < 
ec | &.C., and mu 1258 ١ | A 
i Y mr 
Genghis Khan s grandson, Hulez med Bax 
Wf IM M Inr! M] h mé bos P | 
utpost of a Mongol empire ruled | ran 
1535. Sultan Sule) the Magni a 
juished B iehda 1 and established Ottoman rui 
that would. after s early ıns \ 
into the 20th century. The modem period (e 
British Empire surrogates and. then. ry 
strongmen ruling trom Baghdad ' most | us 
and most despotic of hese, Saddam Hussein, 100) 
to comparing himself to the I ends I 
murabi, Nebuchadrezzar 1] and Alexander 


kart, il 
"v ١١| 


iplex past, more crucial sull 


to t understanding is one seminal moment in 
the country s religious historv The inspiring life 


ot Muhammad Arab born in tbe desett citv ol 
ry quickly gave rise to the 

id's 1 | great monotheistic taith; Islam, the 
religion ol the Muslims. Allah worshiping Arab 
Muslims grew in number to challenge the 


Ihe P 


X ow iraa wen 
when the Muslin palgr 
nvading Aral HITO 
: ed overwhelming 
T ind soon offere 
١ un LIOS x ** UT 
‘ U an M 
١ | if i 3 


Alexander (above) 
was a warrior king. 
Hammurabi was 
a lawgiver. Both 
were cited by 
Saddam 
Hussein as 
most worthy 
role models. 


caliph, dictator or colonial administrator might 
try to govern Iraq would need to deal with an 
islamic populace. The difficulty of this task 
depended on whether he chose to ignore 01 
embrace Allah. Saddam Hussein, as a pertinent 
example, was a military dictator who tried to por 
trav himself as a serious and important man of 
[slam. Meanwhile, he revealed himself, even to 
the subjugated and increasingly noneducated 
masses, as a fraud. Consider: In the year 680, 
Imam Hussein, an early spiritual leader of the Shi 
ite Islamic sect, was killed in Karbala, and for cen- 
turies Shiites made an annual mass pilgrimage to 
honor the martyr. For 25 years, Saddam Hussein 
banned the pilenmage. What kind of holy man is 
this? the Shiites asked themselves. The fervent 
worshipers who returned to Karbala in April 2003 
knew for certain that an era of religious repres- 
sion had ended 

Islamic Iraq has seen glory days: The 8th and 
9th centuries were à kind of Islamic Renaissance, 
with the House of Wisdom rising in Baghdad, clas 
sical works from Plato to Pythagoras being ren 
dered in Arabic, and the Baghdad: mathematician 
Abu Ja far Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khawarizmi 
bequeathing to the world algebraic equations And 
Islamic Iraq has seen times of sinfe: Through the 
centuries, debates about Islamic revelation have 
exacerbated divides even within Islam. This is why 
the big tent of the Muslim world has its sects— 
Shiite, Sunni— just as there are different forms of 
Christianity and orthodoxies within Judaism 

his last point vis-a-vis Iraq's Muslims was 
essentially overlooked when the long rule of the 
Ottomans came to an end with Work! War I, and 
Britain then forsook its promise to return the ter 
ritory to its natives, instead staying as a colonial 
overiord. The map of Iraq that emerged in 1920 
looked like a solid, large country—about the size 
o! California—smack in the center of the cradle 
of civilization. But, in fact, the southern tier of the 
nation was peopled by a Shute Muslim majority 
that was in contlict with the Sunni Muslim minor 
ity of the middle region. And in the northern 
province of Mosul, which Britain had sliced from 
Turkey and attached to Iraq, lived a non-Arab peo 
ple, the Kurds, who generally embraced Islam but 
retained their own ethnic identity and language 


Over this roiling citizenry, Britain installed a king 


By the ume that situation devolved to Saddam 
Hussein, the reigning force in Baghdad was Sad 
dam's Baath Party, which was aligned with the 
minority Sunnis. The Baaths would try to control 
the majority below and insurgents above through 
mtimidation and murder. With this brutal formu 


la, they — he— would trv to solve the 


1 
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tions that are Iraq. And they—he—would try to 


conquer other lands, as Iraqi rulers had so long 


ago. Thus began another dramatic chapter in 


Iraq s often triumphant, often tragic history 


Muhammad ascends 
in this Persian 
rendering from the 
16th century. The 
prophet is always 
veiled, for to depict 


his face is to presume 


the role of Allah. 
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Military coups were old hat to the new Iraq, but one in which a military 
man not only had a king killed but created for himself a premiership sent a 
powerful message. Kassem (opposite, having taken over, and above) told 
LIFE, "١ am no dictator" — but he looked like one. Shortly alter his coup, he 
split from Nasser's Arab crusade and, casting about for allies, found them 
among communists. Arif (below, right) was by Nasser's side in 1958, and 


remained loyal through '63, when he engineered Kassem's assassination. 


Kassem and Arif 
insisted that their 
men had shot back 
only when engaged, 
but Burrows's photos 
speak of vengeful 
violence and looting 
similar to what would 
follow, 45 years 
later, the downfall 

of Saddam Hussein. 
Faisal ١١ and family 
were killed and their 
palace, seen here, 
sacked. The king's 
prime minister, 

Nuri al-Sald, a deaf 
old man but a survivor 
of 37 years in office, 
was even more 
detested. The mob 
hacked at his corpse. 


The 1955 Baghdad Pact, signed by Faisal II, had decreed Iraq the West's ally, 
fanning hatred among a nationalistic Arab citizenry. Glee at the success of 


Arif and Kassem (above) was therefore general. Soon, however, other Arabs 
questioned Kassem's loyalties. Arif fell out, and so did the young activist 
Saddam Hussein, who in 1959 took part in a Bonnie-and-Clyde attack on the 
premier (below). Kassem survived; so did Saddam. Other intrigues — other 
coups — followed. One of them would elevate Arif. One would anoint Saddam. 
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It is not an 
exaggeration to say 
that Saddamic 
tribute — statues, 
murals, plinths — 
could be found on 
most city blocks in 
Iraq prior to April 9, 
2003. The messages: 
Uncle is great. He 
is always watching. 
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In 1963, the year 
Saddam returned 
to Iraq from exile in 
Egypt, he wed his 
cousin Sajida 
Khairallah Tulfah. 
Saddam sometimes 
strayed, and at one 
point had Sajida's 
brother, Adnan, 
killed, but — legally, 
at least —the 
marriage survived. 
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neighbors. The details are sketchy, but we know 
that she did give birth to a fatherless boy and 


named him Saddam, an uncommon Arabic appel 
lation that means ١ O Transiation. 04 who 
conironts 

In al-Awja, a village of mudbrick huts a hun 
dn miles "north of Ba "hdad Saddam faced a 
rough existence from the beginning. The desolate 
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prophet Muhammad). Hassan's clan had cl Faisal II. He was arrested and lost his con 
and thieves in its number, and Hassan was an idles NOW I$sed ! political grievances 
who would spend hours in the village cotteehous: extended backward to the British occupati 
meanwhile sending his stepson to steal « ken Iraq following World War I, on to Saddam. How 
or even sheep. Hassan and Subha had several oth 'rateful Saddam was for Khairallah's wisdor 
er boys who, by Arabic custom, enjoyed higher After yet another would later be reflected in President Hussein s firs 
| anding in the family than their s e ther. In overthrow — and t unck | honorary Igi genet 
the one-room hut, which had no electricity or run once again finding then the mayor of Baghd ror good men 
ning wate things were bad for all. ; Ile OI OVE himself on the wrong SAG m would nake M urallah's so AG! 
arching poverty and regular violence, but thing side of the ruling met ol ie army and minis! 
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Wearing the mask: In Baghdad in 1983, Saddam returns a salute with 

a smile. in March 1988 in the northern Iraq town of Halabja, home to 
more than 70,000 ethnic Kurds, an horrific genocide is perpetrated when 
iraqi jets drop several kinds of poison gas, killing 5,000 innocents. 
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He always dressed the part, whether sitting with Saudi Arabia's King Fahd or embracing Yasir Arafat (bottom left) of the 


Palestine Liberation Organization or Jordan’s King Hussein. He dressed for these roles, and was usually acting, false promises 


coming to his lips as readily as condemnations of Western infidels. Unless, of course, the infidels were of use to him... 
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The patriarch: 
Saddam and his 

wife, Sajida, enjoy 
barbecued kebabs 
with their extended 
family. Below: Son 
Uday feeds a pet. 

The photo at left, in 
particular, and other 
candids found after 
the fall of Baghdad 

in April 2003, speak 
to the banality of evil 
in the same fashion 
that shots of Hitler in 
his Alpine retreat did 
a half century earlier. 
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The Godfather (in 
bulletproof, Kevlar- 
lined hat): Good with 
a gun, he hunted 
game, and meted out 


execution personally. 


When Bill Clinton 
defeated Bush pére, 
Saddam fired off a 
round in celebration. 
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eias 2 "dfaq s invasion of Kuwait spurred a large international 
+ coalition to confront Saddam's territorial ambitions. 
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With the battle for the air won, Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney visits 
U.S. headquarters in Saudi Arabia to discuss the forthcoming ground war 
with the Chairman of the joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Colin Powell, and Desert 
Storm chief Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf. Below, Col. Scott Slabaugh awaits 
transport from Saudi Arabia to Iraq. At right, with dense smoke rising from 


oil-well fires set by retreating Iraqi soldiers, Marines patrol in a humvee. 
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In the aftermath, 

the roughnecks of a 
Canadian firm, Safety 
Boss, gained a solid 
reputation fighting oil 
fires in Kuwait; in just 
200 days they capped 
180 wells. (Canada 
was an ally in the 
war.) Above, President 
Bush, a former Navy 
combat pilot, tosses 
souvenir tie clips to 
U.S. forces gathered 
in Saudi Arabia. 

At right, on March 10, 
1991, Staff Sgt. 

Daniel Stamaris, a 
former POW, receives 
a hero's welcome 

at Andrews Air Force 
Base in Maryland. 
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August 15, 1991 Five months alter the 
cease fire, the U.N. presses Iraq ti 
comply with the terms of disarmament 
During the next 12 years, 11 Suc! 


resolutions would follow 


April 1993 Bush makes a Inumphant 
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games, hiding equipment and not letting message that thes administration will 
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| think we accomplished that mission. Wi 

December 16, 1998 The U.S. and U.K got his attention.” 

bomb Iraq in Operation Desert Fox. The 

attack, on Suspected chemical, biological September 11, 2001 Terrorists use three 

and nuclear weapons plants, uses nearty airplanes as missiles to destroy the 


as many missiles as were launched im the World Trade Center, below (his mura 


Gulf War. Republicans grouse that Clinton was found in Iraq during Gulf War 
ordered the attack to distract from his and damage the Pentagon. [^e plan for 


pending impeachment resulting trom hes another plane to strike Washington, D.C.. October 7, 2001 Arab network Al lazeera 
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December 19, 1998 iraq vows 1^3l have thus lar died in Iraq although they 
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above, Blair, Spanish Prime Minister lo: 


Maria Aznar and Bush meet in the Azc 
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Smoke over Baghdad—a familiar sight. Perhaps 
there were some who recalled 1958, While many 
others returned to 1991. In March 2003, smoke 
billows anew, Baghdad is aflame, War is on. 


ae 


ng tts QVI — 


6 ~ 929 " i 
, | ae uh. E Ms | 
| 1 و"‎ 0 
' 
u 


Ev WCE y AM 


On March 20 in Kuwait, the U.S. so1st 
Airborne receives orders. Above: Lt. Col. 
Tim Collins of the Royal Irish Regiment 
rallies his troops: “We go to Liberate, 
not to conquer. We will not fly our flags 
In thelr country. We are entering iraq to 
free a people, and the only flag which 
will be flown in that ancient land is 
their own. Show respect ... If there are 
casualties of war then remember that 
when they woke up and got dressed in 
the morning they did not plan to die this 
day. Allow them their dignity in death. 
Bury them property and mark their 
graves ... We will bring shame on 
neither our uniform or our nation.” 


Gulf Region Aboard the 
USS Constellation, Vice Adm. Timothy 
Keating, In his address to the troops, 
states, “You will contribute in a 
magnificent way to the rewriting of 
history." The ship's speakers then blast ١ 1 
Queen's anthem, “We Will Rock You,” - ` * 


war has begun. 
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On March 21, a teleconference between 
Washington, D.C., Tampa and Qatar 
involves many of the major players in 
the American war effort. Donald 
Rumsfeld (in sweater vest) chairs the 
session, with Chairman of the joint 
Chiefs of Staff Richard Myers to his left. 
To Rumsteld's right is Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Paul Wolfowitz. On the right 
half of the video screen, Gen. Tommy 
Franks speaks from Qatar, while on 

the left his deputy commander, Gen. 
Michael DeLong, weighs in from Tampa. 


United States The American 
people ready for war as the President's 


48-hour deadline expires tonight. 


Washington, 3 p.m. 
CIA director George Tenet gets a tip 


on Saddam's exact location: a Baghdad 
bunker where he may be holed up for 
the night, possibly with both his sons. 
Tenet rushes to the White House. 


Washington, 4 p.m. In the 
Oval Office, Bush and his top advisers — 
Tenet, Cheney, Powell, Rumsfeld, Rice, 
Card and Air Force General Myers, 
Chairman of the joint Chiefs, consider 
the options. The plan had been for 
bombing to begin the next day, with 
the Coalition destroying Iraqi air 
defenses before other missions ensued. 
if the U.S. is to seize this opportunity, 
Gen. Tommy Franks tells the President, 
the bombers must leave Iraqi airspace 
under cover of darkness. Bush has until 
7:15 to decide. 
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March >o Baghdad Two F-217A stealth 
fighters drop 2,000-pound bunker 
busters on three Baghdad buildings, 
which are also hit by 40 Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. Workers frantically 
crawl through the rubble. Some say 
Saddam is dead; others that he was 
carried away on a stretcher. 


5 


pera iraq on March 21. just one hour after the unit 


to Iraq, some 200 Iraqis surrendered. 
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Iraq, 8:30 a.m. 
A haggard-looking Saddam 
appears on iraqi TV. Or does 
he? Some doubt that the 
man with puffy eyes and huge 
glasses looking down at a 
notebook is him. This is the 
first of several times that 
intelligence agencies try to 
verify Saddam sightings and 
what date they are from. Even 
his former mistress Parisoula 
Lampsos is questioned. 


Iraq Nine of 


Rumelia’s 1,000 oil wells are 
torched. To avert an ecological 
disaster, 60,000 Coalition 
troops cross the border four 
hours ahead of schedule. 


Kuwait, 6:20 p.m. 
Air-raid sirens sound as Iraqi 
missiles land in Kuwait, where 
more than 100,000 Coalition 
troops are based. Soldiers 
and civilians rush to protect 
themselves from what they 
fear may be chemical weapons. 
iraqi Information Minister 
Muhammad Said al-Sahhaf — 
who will become known as 
Baghdad Bob — denies they 
are the banned Scuds. 


Umm Qasr, 12:23 p.m. 
U.S. Marines raise the flag 
over this port city, then quickly 
lower it, hoping to quell any 
fears of an occupation. Soldiers 
and local citizens tear down 
images of Saddam. 


iraq Turkey sends 
some 1,000 troops over the 
border, ignoring American 
requests. Ostensibly, Turkey 
wants to keep Kurdish refugees 
from flooding into its country. 


iraq The Coalition suffers its 
first deaths. A U.S. Marine helicopter 
crashes, killing eight British and four 
Americans. The U.S. reveals that two 
other Marines have died, one in the 
Rumelia oil fields and one in Umm Qasr. 
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iraq, 9:45 p.m. “Shock and 
Awe” begins in earnest. About 1,500 
bombs strike Saddam's palaces and 
government buildings in Baghdad and 
the cities of Mosul, Kirkuk and Tikrit. 
Shock and Awe Is calculated to be so 
devastating, so accurate, that Iraqis 
will simply give up. In Gulf War I, 
10 percent of the bombs and missiles 
were precision-guided; technology 
has improved so that “smart bombs” 
will make up the vast majority of this 
campaign. 


Washington Rumsfeld says 
of the Iraqis, “They're beginning to 


realize the regime is history. And as 
that realization sets in, their behavior 
is likely to begin to tip and change.” 


New York, 4 p.m. With the 
uncertainty of war removed and the 
battle well begun, the Dow rallies 
8 percent in one week, the biggest 
such gain in 20 years. 


The corpse of an Iraqi soldier lies 
wrapped in a blanket not far from the 
trench where he died during an assault 
on the Al Faw peninsula by Britain's — 
29 Commando Regiment Royal Artillery 
and the مو‎ Commando Royal Marines. — — 
This took place on March 22, thesame — 
day the U.K. suffered thetragiclossof — 


a media star for his Web log of events, 
says (verbatim): “4:30p.m. (day 3) half 
an hour ago the oil filled trenches were 
put on fire. First watching Al-jazeera 
they said that these were the places 
that got hit by bombs ... My cousine 


`. _ Came and told me he saw police cars 
T standing by one and setting it on fire.” 


March 27 iraq Two British Sea 
Knight helicopters collide over 
the Persian Gulf, killing all seven 
on board, including an American. 


March 23 iraq Al Jazeera says more 
than 50 civilians have died and shows 
gruesome footage of mutilated children. 
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In Baghdad there was, of course, massive fear, anger and confusion — in some 
quarters, near panic. On Day Four of the conflict, even as Army Pfc. jessica Lynch 

and other U.S. POWs were being taken in Nasiriya, a rumor spread in the Iraqi capital 
that an American pilot had been downed near the Tigris. Citizens (left) and soldiers 
(above) rush to the riverbank and beat the bushes. Near a smoke screen, gunfire was 
heard. It was from Iraqis shooting into the brush. No pilot was down, none was found. 


Moich 22 World Antiwar protests 
dominate the weekend, with 100,000 
marchers in New York City and 200,000 
in London. There are antiwar rallies in 
every major European capital. In Yemen 
a violent peace demonstration ends with 
two dead. Protests also rage in Jakarta, 
Seoul and Bangkok. 
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2.0 حاو‎ >) Kuwait A British Tornado 

wae ``, fighter jet is shot down by a U.S. Patriot 
f” missile, killing two. 


Nasirlya, Iraq Before dawn, 
six vehicles from the 507th Maintenance 


0 

| Company get separated from the 3rd 
Infantry Division. Realizing its mistake, 
the convoy heads back to the Euphrates 
but two buses block the way and Iraqi 
tanks open fire. Some scramble free, but 
others are unaccounted for, including 
three women: Pfc. jessica Lynch, 

Spc. Shoshana johnson and Pfc. Lori 
Piestewa. Al jazeera shows Iraqis 
gloating over four dead Americans, one 
in an extremely humiliating position. 


iraq Saddam (or a double?) 
speaks on television and refers to some 
recent actions, dampening hopes that 
he had already been killed. 


| 

| Nasiriya Eight Marines die 

| in ambushes at this key crossroad to 
Baghdad, which is now dubbed Ambush 
Alley. Soldiers say that guerrillas 
jumped out of taxis to shoot at them. 


Peed mo Pha De 


The 
World 
Reacts 


r 


I nm S Y P) (^ c | ^ "m = [^ 


us war could not have come as less of a ive horrible consequences. Instead ne on On March 22, a day 
urprise. Yet when i finally broke out, th n Laden. we will have HN Laden of global protest, 
world erupted. Predictably, governments Ihe American satii | / | a father and daughter 
that had tried to prevent the war con oftered an alternate label for thi tary mis in Seville, Spain — 
demned it, "This military action cannot be justihed, Operation Piss Off the P l a member of the 
said Russian President Vladimir Putin, and his s Mt home, sentiments OMIC, O KW : U.S.-led Coalition — 
uments were shared by Chinese, French and Get or just plain silly were expressed. While "No b plead for peace. 
heads of state ders of nations mvoh was heard in demonstrati t 10 cod On March 28 at 
the Coalition remained stoic. In 1 ( lie, th ¿indica that most Americans backed tl Xavier University 
Vas 3 poignant mekincholy. i Sstrongiv regret UL W3! r al ihe very least, the men anc Y in Cincinnati, 
tary uon wa essary, said Denmark waging Y Yellow mbbon: a agal S Courtney Henderson 
Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen, "but | thini the land, this time symbolizing sw ١ attends a Support 


t was.” Pope John Paul Il, who had opposed th ops. In Fieldsboro, NJ., a sm ing ol yellow the Troops rally. 


War as unjust, expressed profound sorrow rew to overwhelm the town after M i 
[here was little equivocation in the street: 'Puddy" Tyler, an oppon 
French protesters stoned a McD ud s d staged ons removed becau: y violated a tow! 


tors chanted “George Bush. CIA/How Isewher T mts served Fre 
many kids GIU you kill today?” Greeks and Itabans Ace 0j v- ١ French Y 
went on striki in Indonesia, thi world UASI IX elled U Ca SALON dennyn: 

ulous Islamic country. there were massive prayer nection. Such attenti Im ICTIONS tt 
rallies. Militant Muslims | edeed ) Swer Ine ca what was hap ning here. Alongsad I 
to jihad. Egyptian President Hosni Mubaral dered expressions of suppor 1 
watched the passion rise and made a chilling pr were revealed as shallow. inappropriati 


diction: “When it عر‎ over, of it is over, this war uw Iher vas a war on, alter a 
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In Moscow's Red 
Square, members of 
Russia's National 
Bolshevik Party 
loudly denounce 
America, while in a 
city park in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, women at 

a bridal clothing expo 
quietly spell out 
Paz— Peace. On 
March 20, one of the 
larger demonstrations 
in the United States 
took place in San 
Francisco where 
protesters blocked 
traffic in the financial 
district. Nearly 1,500 
people are arrested, 
including this woman. 
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| The men are suspicious 
of me at first. But some of them 
realize that I've seen more 
war than most of them have, 
and then things are better 
As we approach the beach, 
there are obstacles and mines 
everywhere, it's reminiscent 
of D-Day. When we patrol the 
marshes, the men are alert and 
tense. The Marines have to 
clear this area, and they don" 


know what's out there. 


, down and frightened after the death of 
tting, putting his mind together, figuring out 
o go farther into enemy territory. The colonel 
now he has to tell the men what to expect. ga 
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^ novine on the Khawr Az Zubayr waterway on 
one of the squadron's landing craft i$ blasted 

J el eM < killed and others 

nndfi vi ve) is Diown into the water, 
then s pull ito a hovercra't by another Marine and 
of; Steve Gray (right. Shrapnel in Jones's 

4 Quarter inch from his femoral artery: He 

5 k. t alive. In the photo opposite, 

0 6 | inding oft the heavily decorated 
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á The men have been 


fighting all night on 

a nighttime patrol. 
They've just been told 
one of their comrades 
has been killed. They're 
sitting by the waterway, 
exhaustion on their 
faces. The adrenaline is 
flooding, but tiredness 
and grief are overcoming 
them. It is à moment 
that shows . . . well, it 
shows just how awful 
war can be. It shows how 
awful war really is. sg 
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In Basra on April 10, 
in the British Army's 


Below A man with D 


hree days into the city’s liberation, soldiers 


Black Watch Regiment distribute fresh water 


ryer beads watches as a gas- processing 


pint < n rhe Zubayr oil held Right five miles west of Basra 


LA 


ag As we reach Basra, ١ leave the 539 Squadron and start to move about. 
It's an astonishing and distressing scene. | am in a place where a huge 
amount of the oil in the region is harvested, and there is immense poverty 
and deprivation. Everything ١ see indicates just how hard it is going to be for 
Iraq to put things together in any kind of positive way after the war. yy 
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GG in the first days of the new Basra 


there is a lot of crime and a lot of joy. 
They used to call Saddam's yacht a 
floating palace. Now while some kids 
their age are off looting, dozens of 
other boys wait to take turns jumping 
off it into the river. It seems they're 
saying, ‘One leap and we're free!" yy 


A boy carries a box he has 
stolen from the burned-out 
Sheraton; other looters kneel, 
hooded and cuffed, inside the 
grounds أن‎ Saddam Hussein's 
Basra palace, HO for British 
forces. Saddam's bombed-out 


vacht is à site for frolx 
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Cheryl Diaz Meyer of 
The Dallas Morning 
News transmits her 
photos on March 21 
by satellite phone. 
She is with the 

20 Marine Tank 


Battalion, southwest 
of Basra. 
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This photographer 
lor London's Sundoy 
Telegroph anda 
woman from a Dutch 
TV network take 
cover from artillery 
fire, They're traveling 
with Kurdish 


volunteer | 
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í FOUR IJ ush i£ Sent a seenal to a transmitter mounted 
n a gyroscope in a pickup truck, the "Bloom 


Russia, Le Mond mobile,” which followed up to five miles behind 
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The Palestine Hotel 
served as HQ for the 
press. Photographer 
Molly Bingham (top) 
was abducted there 
and later released. 
On April 8, U.S. 
gunfire hit the hotel, 
killing two. Reuters’ 
Paul Pasquale (left) 
was wounded. 
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Answering criticism 


of the hotel incident, 


STOT 


Colin Powell said 


ume. Bul 
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on April 23, “Our 
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threat against United 


States forces.” 
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dience or plain greed. An L.A. Times photographe: 
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tura without mentioning that it had been doc- 


tored. A Fox News engineer was arrested at Dulles 
International Airport while trying to bring in war 


items. And 
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CO, OF secrets out the Iraqi reine s poru 


tality that he hadn't divulged at the time because, 


he sand, to do so—to report the news might have 
} Jized CNN employees 

(ont second 5 v of the war, Fox s Get 
١ ١ Hn who was traveling with an Army unit 


After a dispatch from 
Oliver North (top) , 
Fox News said that 
he was “a military 
contributor . . . He is 
neither a reporter nor 
a correspondent." 
Right, the network's 
Geraldo Rivera stirs 
up a firestorm. 
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Not far from the 
Euphrates River, 


Army soldiers 
desperately try 

to save the dying 
Bloom. The NBC 
reporter was known 
for his ardor. 


the city. Such arresting vidco moments were per 
haps too lew—a study by the Project for Excel- 
lence in Journalism found that 80 percent of TV 
stories by embeds featured reporters alone, giv 
ing reports—but they created lasting impressions. 

What was the final score on embedding? NPR's 
lohan Burnett called it “an unnatural way to prac- 
uce journalism,” adding that “we need to have our 
own transportation to be independent.” For Jim 
Axelrod of CBS, "There was some initial mistrust 
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Michael Kelly (top), 
46, talks on Nightline 
weeks before his 
death. These posters 
from the Palestine 
Motel make all too 
clear the dangers 
faced by the press. 
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Neither the halls of Montezuma nor 
the shores of Tripoli, this is the 
“road” to Baghdad. And, once more, 
these are the U.S. Marines — 3rd 
Battalion, ath Regiment — fighting 
a battle for their country. 


Tec) ind hampered 
reinforcement and supply lines, which 
reached back to Kuwait. Long-range 
bombing continued, but two planes that 
had taken off from the carrier Kitty | 5 
Howk were forced to divert to Kuwait. | 
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Iraq As a sandstorm of historic 
proportions engulfs iraq, Americans 
face fierce opposition in Najaf. 


76 Northern iraq Since Turkey 
would not allow the U.S. to marshal an 
offensive from its territory, the only way 
to get troops Into the north is to drop 
them in — which begins today as 1,000 
troops of the 173rd Airborne Brigade 
Scd st rtp 
airfield. it is the first m 
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On March 26 in a village 
south of Basra, a British 
army medic sees to a 
four-day-old infant 
named Fahed who was 
born during the war 
(left). Above: An Iraqi 
man tries to kiss the 
cheek of an American 
Marine as the man 
pleads with the troops 
not to fire on a building. 
(The Marines thought 
there was a sniper on 
the roof.) Right: Army 
Sgt. Mark Strunk treats 
an Iraqi soldier. 
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Heading toward Baghdad, a 
U.S. Marine strides past a dead 
iraqi soldier on a path running 
beside a road outside Nasiriya. 
The soldier was killed in a 
firefight with Marines when 
Iraqi forces unleashed an 
ambush from trenches along 
the road on March 26. 


Iraq The commander 
of the Army in the Persian Gulf, 
Lt. Gen. William Wallace, 
worries that war will drag on: 
“The enemy we're fighting is a 
bit different than the one we 
war-gamed against, because of 
these paramilitary forces.” 
Among the war games used to 
prepare for real fighting was 
one that, at the time, (Ret) Lt. 
Gen. Paul Van Riper said was 
too scripted. When Van Riper 
used motorcycle messengers or 
suicide speedboat bombers, his 
superiors simply nixed such 
moves and called a do-over. * 
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An Iraqi raises his 
hands while others 
remain seated on a 


road in central iraq 
near Qal’at Sukkar 

on March 27. A U.S. 
Marine keeps his 
weapon trained on the 
group. Iraqi irregulars 
in nonuniformed units 
have been a thorn in 
the side of advancing 
Marines, forcing them 
into urban areas they 
had hoped to avoid. 
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Baghdad The city undergoes 
the fiercest bombardment since the 
previous week's Shock and Awe 
campaign. The information Ministry 
and Saddam's al-Salam palace are hit. 


Basra iraqi soldiers fire on 
their own countrymen, desperate 


civilians trying to flee the besieged city. 


Washington Donald Rumsfeld 
threatens Syria for sending night-vision 


goggles to Iraq. “We consider such 
trafficking as hostile acts.” 


Washington President Bush 
finds questions about the war getting 


bogged down “silly,” a White House 
official tells reporters. 
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World for the second weekend = 


in a row, massive antiwar protests are 
staged around the globe. Tens of 
thousands gather in London, Paris, 
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Najaf An Iraqi army officer dressed as 
a taxi driver feigns car trouble. When U.S. troops 
stop to help, a bomb kills four soldiers. iraqi TV 
praises the suicide bomber as a “national hero.” 

sl E CA 

Northern Iraq Kurds help U.S. Special 
Forces destroy the training camp of Ansar 
Al islam, a terrorist group linked to al-Qaeda. 


Basra A meeting hall where 200 
Saddam loyalists are gathered is bombed. 
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Nasiriya Marines find the bodies of 
four missing U.S. servicemen, seized in an 
ambush a week earlier, in a shallow grave. 


Execution of prisoners, a war crime, is suspected. ` 
iraq Coalition forces move to within EA 
50 miles of Baghdad. 
Kuwait An Egyptian plows his truck f 
into a line of U.S. soldiers outside a store at n 


Camp Udairi, injuring 13 of the Gis. 
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3rd Battalion, 7th 
infantry Regiment 


warily approach a 
woman on a bridge 
over the Euphrates in 
the town of Hindiyah 
on March 31. She 
turned out to be 
wounded, and the 
soldier nearest her, 
32-year-old Capt. 
Chris Carter, provided 
cover as medics 
took her away. The 
| handsome Carter 
مذ‎ | | became something 

| of the wit of the 
war. While the brass 
pondered the state 
of affairs in Baghdad, 
Carter had the answer: 
ul believe this city 
is freakin’ ours.” 
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As the second week of the war was 
nearing its close, Coalition forces 
better headway, while efforts to mount 
any kind of northern offensive were 
proving difficult for Americans who 
had parachuted In. The air assault of 
Baghdad continued ceaselessly. On 
March 31, a day when U.S. bombs will 
hit the Old Presidential Palace, this 
Baghdadi offers a salute and a tear at 
the funeral of a victim of an earlier 
attack. There is intense fighting on 
this day in the cities and towns around 
Baghdad, and it mostly goes the 
Coalition's way. The heat is on. 


iraq Baghdad says that 4,000 
volunteers from across the Arab world 
have heeded the call to jihad and will 
offer themselves to Allah as suicide 
bombers, their martyrdoms directed 
against American and British forces. 


Najaf Soldiers, perhaps made 
jittery by the suicide bombing here two 
days earlier, and reports of more to 
come, open fire on a van that ignored 
warnings to stop at a checkpoint. it 
turns out the vehicle is filled with 13 


J » 5 u D 
oL ro i 
- ب‎ = So y “7, 
ON TRE GROUND 


rn 


DAVID 
TURNLEY 


20 veas ` 上 rt 


photojout + | 
í on 1 
inal 4 ١ it de il 
Ist West B ind Bern 
Squat deed, in Ir ing thi 
War. N eal March 20 eu 
lon Dt un LO û 
be smugglcı ntrv from Ti | 
i | ont j ١ má 
t ct inciu his © ol kurd 
man | eturnit r th 
Hote hed h lav ss | i 
1 Iu Û | b LH 
nto Ir con | | 1 
, ١ ١ un La 
e ١ pour tin u y j 
thers « ' I i MA 
[igni iver. | they | he bi ' 
Iu | | VN LA i I1 
! S 
Ihes i ١ Ol NIT! i ١ 
اناا‎ eps I y and awake 5 
H ١ KI ١ 1 q TOT NN 1 | «d 
I A EAD ١ 1 1 ١ 
NO ١ lesperat nai 
inall fti hei ig} ١ 
i che eht. I urn 
r on "a | e qu 
ces li 11 


mv The night before we set 
off for northern Iraq, our 


peshmerga friends come to 
smoke more cigarettes and 
drink more tea with us at the 
safe house. The three men are in 
their 305 and 40s. Two of them 
have 10 children each. They 

are tough, tough men. The wat 
has just started, and the way 
they tell it is, ‘America, England, 
Iraq — boom, boom.’ py 


4a We stop beside the road, 30 kilometers from Kifri The Mahmud Ahmo 

Abdullah family, 74 strong, live in a field there, in tents made of sacking à 
sticks. They've left Kifri because they're afraid of missile attacks; t! 

line is only two miles from town. They say Iraqis fight only because : 

hangs insubordinates. The family is for a free Kurdistan after Sadda: 5 
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ód I had been here in "91, before and after the war, ‘96. 

| immediately sense that the mood has changed. After a £0 

and now another war, Baghdadis seem drained of their life fi ١ 
look of real concern on their faces. People come up to me: "Tell G 


we are waiting —for a new government, food to eat, a return to ord 


Faces 0 
the War 


4 
TA 


The Daring Rescue of jessica Lynch 

in March 23, Army Pic. lessica Lynch, 16 
urvivec a nreng 

shot and with bro 

soldiers to Sadda 


١ , 3 
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The Journey Home 


he Lucky Seven 
When that unit from the Army's so7th Maintenance Company took a wrong tum early 
the war and became trapped outside Nasiriya, jessica Lynch wasn't the only one 
tured, Al taken were (left, from too) Soc. f Car Me indez, Pic. Patrick Millet, 
Spc. Joseph Hudson, Sgt. James Riley and Soc. Shoshana Johnson, who were paraded 
fore اونما‎ IV cameras. Other Amencans became POWSs dunng the war, ıncludıng 
ef Warrant Officers Ronald Young Ir. and David Williams, whose helicopter was 
ed down. On April 12 m Samarra, U.S. Marines, again working on a tip from an 
(this Lime, a cop), dasneg through sniper hire and reed (he seven, who were 
7 held togeiner. Above Williams and Young get SUDOO", d does nns 


site). Below: Williams and Young embrace inside à K :130 anspor 1111 
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Their Spirit Unbroken 
Following the same route home 
4 Lynch. the Seven are taken 10 
nosorna! in Germany, where 
ey wave from a balcony (from 
eft: Young, Miller, Riley, Johnson, 
Williams, Hernandez and Hudson; 
non i$ Seated because she 
i$ ankle wounds). Left: In I 
Paso, lex.. lohnson's parents, 
unice 2 nd a ie. are ro eyed 
s time Ihe good news is 
ibout their daughter. When they 
ad eartier heard about a female 
WY De ng res ved. they had 
tially thought of Shoshana 
belore learning that it was Lyr ch. 
oposıte: At Fort Hood, Tex, on 
19, Young, with his dad, 
shouts to fellow soldiers Ar 


somits to the shoulder oatch of 


e U.S. Army's 191 Cavalry 


The Little Boy Who Became an Emblem of the War 


Vie will never know how ma v other children suffered tates similar fo that of 12-vear-old Ali SI 


know Ali's story, and it must stand in poignantly for all those other innocents killed or injured in th 

[^e € tet, a U.S. missile landed on the Abbas home, suburban Baghdad. Ali, who lost most ol hr 

left armless. his body horribly burned. His chances of survival were sim at the hospital in Saddan ty 
mid-April a nurse wraps his bandages, and a sheikh plants a kiss. Septicemia, a result of his burns, was 
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arranged. AS all were painfully aware, that w d hardly be the final chapter in A 


Closing In 


e Coalition forces were now moving very 


fast. and in the third week of the war the 


一 ¬ ص‎ - ١ p- Y “ A — win t E A م‎ i , f 7 U F ` 
enemy began to vanish before their eyes. 


U.S. Aimy tan 


* vehicles from the 3 ' — 
near Karbala in centra 
the Coalition push js in hi, p 
١ ` are still grave concerns, sin 8 


really knows what awaits in Û 


Baghdad Coalition 


forces cross into the red zone 
around the city where they fear 
they will face chemical and 


biological weapons. 


Safwan Buster, a 
springer spaniel working for 
the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, sniffs out a large cache 
of weapons in a hollowed-out 
wall. Sixteen Iraqis who had 
insisted there were no guns 
are arrested. 


Baghdad, 9:10 p.m. 
Saddam does nol appear 
on Iraqi television for a 
scheduled speech. Instead, 
iraqi Information Minister 
Muhammad Said al-Sahhaf 
reads a statement that he 
claims ts from the president: 
"Hit them! Fight them! They 
are evil aggressors damned 
by God. You are victorious 
and they are defeated.” 


At left, the Army's 3rd Infantry 
launches missiles at 
Republican Guard units located 
near Karbala, south of 
Baghdad, on April 2. Opposite: 
An aerial view of Baghdad, 
taken at 12:03 p.m. that same 
day by Space Imaging's 
IKONOS satellite. The pillars 
of smoke are billowing from 
oil-filled trenches that Iraqis 
have set ablaze. The pollution 
| Eu Sm alone could, over time, kill as 
— zn uh. x many as 5,000 people. 
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The British “Desert Rats” are a scrappy lot, but David 
Toughhill is delighted to help this young Iraqi giri 
unwrap a piece of candy in the town of Zubayr. At right, 
also on April 2, British soldiers from juliet Company, 
42 Commande square off in a friendly soccer match near 
Basra with iraqi townsmen. According to a retired soldier 
quoted in The Washington Post, it is part of an outreach 
plan: “First, we have football matches, then we have tea 
parties, and then somehow our soldiers go out and 
— 
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Iraqi and U.S. forces has been 
heavy in the battle for control 
of the important facility, and 
the machine-gun fire and ear- 
shattering explosions have 
produced a chaotic, confusing 
environment. 


Baghdad, 9:30 p.m. 
U.S. troops attack Saddam 


international Airport, 

later renamed Baghdad 
international. Information 
Minister Said al-Sahhaf 
denies the Coalition has taken 
the airport, suggesting it is 

a Hollywood “illusion ... 

The Americans aren't even 

100 miles from Baghdad.” 


iraq Retired Army 
Lt. Gen. Jay Garner, who had 
overseen the protection of 
Kurds following the first Gulf 
War, is tapped to be the 
administrator of Iraq when 
this war is concluded. Garner A 
served in Vietnam, and he 7 ? 
belleves that if the current — 
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Iraqis exult on April 6 after a U.S. tank 
is destroyed in Baghdad when 26 M-1 
tanks and 10 Bradley armored vehicles 
suddenly thrust into the heart of the 
capital city, before stopping at the U.S.- 
controlled airport. (The crew of the tank 
was rescued.) Colonel William Grimsley 
of the 3rd Infantry said the stunning 
25-mile sortie, known as Operation 
Thunder Run, was all about “Let me 
poke you in the eye because we can, 
and you can't do anything about it.” 
Greg Kelly of Fox News said that Iraqis 
played “chicken” with the Americans, 
driving toward them at 80 mph before 
being dispatched in the end. 


iraq Said al-Sahhal says: “We 
will commit a nonconventional act on 
them, not necessarily military. We will 
conduct a kind of martyrdom operation.” 


Iraq At an American checkpoint, 
a pregnant woman gets out of her car, 
screaming. When soldiers approach, 
the car explodes, killing three Special 
Operations troops. 


Baghdad A convoy of 60 tanks 
and other vehicles makes a three-hour 
incursion into Baghdad to demonstrate 
that the allies can do what they want, 


when they want. 
Basra Coalition forces bomb. = 5 
the home of the notorious chief of - Ru — o | | 
Iraq's gas-warfare program, Ali Hassan ， i wy ر‎ =a > v 3 
al-Majid, better known as Chemical All. ¿FER خب‎ > — * 
The Grits say they think they've found N m; » , 3 
his body. EM A Dan en 
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crosses the Diyala River just southeast 
of Baghdad. The bridge wasn't strong 
enough to support tanks, so it had to be 
taken by foot. Two Marines were lost in 
the fighting, which took place on April 7. 


Saudi Arabia In response to 
reports that air strikes are “softening 
up” Iraqi troops, Lt. Gen. Michael 
Moseley, the top Air Force officer in the 
war, says, “I find it interesting when 
folks say we're softening them up. 
We're not softening them up, we're 
killing them.” 


Iraq An American fighter plane 
mistakenly hits a Kurdish convoy 
outside Mosul, killing 17 Kurds and 
one American in the worst friendly-fire 
incident of the war. 


Nasiriya The Pentagon flies in 
revolutionary Ahmad Chalabi and about 
500 members of his Iraqi National 
Congress to join the fight. Chalabi is 
seen as a potential candidate for 
leadership after the war. 


Basra British forces launch a 
nighttime attack on the city and destroy 
Baath Party headquarters. 


Baghdad The first Coalition | 
plane lands at the newly named _ 
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Baghdad International Airport. —— 
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AY 34: b 
Saddam and his sons are the a i 1 5» 


Americans drop four bunker b ist 
bombs on the wealthy sector of 1 
A IN 4 
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bridge took no chances, as 
they had been told by an officer 
that the enemy had resorted 

to filling ambulances with 
explosives. American Marines 
also came across members 

of Saddam's elite Republican 
Guard trying to escape from 


the city by going over the 
bridge disguised as civilians. 


EN Basra British troops 
are greeted warmly as they 
seize control of the city. 


Looting begins. 


^00 Baghdad Information 
Minister Said al-Sahhal says, 
“The infidels are committing 
suicide by the hundreds on the 
gatos of Baghdad ... As our 
leader Saddam Hussein sald, 
‘God is grilling their stomachs 
in helL'" 


E Baghdad In the advance 
on Baghdad, American tanks 
fire on reporters in three 
locations, including the press, 1 
center at the Palestine Hotel. - D "A 
— — | 
responding to fire; ra 

at the scene say û 
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Khudair al-Amiri 
reunites with his 
16-year-old son. He 
has not seen his boy 
or the rest of his 
family since 1991, 
when he had to flee 
iraq after he led an 
uprising against 
Saddam Hussein. He 
ended up in Seattle, 
where he became a 
member of the Free 
Iraqi Forces, a group 
that provided the 
U.S. government with 
translators to help 
in the war effort. 
Al-Amiri was traveling 
with the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 
when it entered 
Qal'at Sukkar, his 
hometown, on April 7. 
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64... earty March there is a 
parade on Palestine Street. 
There are perhaps 20,000 
soldiers. in the middle are a 
hundred Fedayeen in white, the 
color of death and purity. These 
are Ihe Kamikazes, ready and 


hoping to sacrifice their lives for 


Saddam and Iraq. »y 


44 The mood is turning grim. At the arch, 35 
miles from the city, teachers from Babylon arrive 


with the children. The war is coming, so school 

is closed. In another year, this place would be 
crowded on this day. The teachers are trying to 
prove to the children that you can't be afraid. ag 


e drumbeat grows louder, Baghdadis hear it, life goes on. Above: In February, 
men take in the races at the Equestrian Club. as always. Right: In March, Iraqis 
it the arch of Ctesiphon to begin the holy month ol Muharram, as always. 
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Y get to the market very shortly after it has happened. It is a blo th 


and it seems half the dead are children. | follow a family into a n« 
mosque. They are grieving horribly, there is such distress. A mol! 
her daughter, a boy has lost his sister, and they weep. Such a 

poor section. And the children . . . the children pay a high pr 


TIT power is oul all over town, and the people can't make bread at 
home. In the ! 4, they're using generators or even firewood, and 
suddenly the b: | ^w and they are there all day long, and the lines 
are constant. The ^ afraid, They are poor, and wonder how long 


they'll be able to al road. The future is an immense question. Ry 
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A statue of Saddam I 
portentous. Above 


Be MH: Li 


the concerns held by many that the 
Coalition launched its attack without 
having a solid postwar plan. 


Apr | ¢ Baghdad Iraqis attack the statue 
of Saddam Hussein in Firdos Square. 


They start off with a sledgehammer and 
a rope, and eventually U.S. Marines help 
out. Despite orders not to show the flag, 
a Marine drapes Saddam's face with the 
Stars and Stripes —an image that the 
Arab media focuses on. The flag is 
replaced with a pre-Gulf War Iraqi flag, 
then the statue is toppled. Frenzied 
Iraqis stomp on the statue, then ride the 
detached head through the streets. 


April so Kirkuk Kurds capture this 
northern city. 


April ıo Baghdad Looters break into 


government buildings, the German 
embassy and the French cultural center. 


April ı0 Najaf A mob murders a U.S.- 
backed Shiite cleric in the Ali Mosque. 


April 10 Baghdad U.S. forces find a | 
cache of weapons that Iraqi forces hid ii 
a school just before the war, It contains 
e ls s —* 
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covers 1.7 square miles. its size was 
tripled in the late 19905. Saddam had 
eight primary palace compounds. 


Baghdad Mobs loot everything 
they can get their hands on, no longer 


just targeting Saddam's property. 


Washington Donald Rumsfeld 
downplays looting, comparing it to the 
gains in freedom: “It's untidy . . . and 
freedom's untidy, and free people are 
free to commit mistakes and to commit 
crimes and to do bad things.” 


Baghdad The National Museum 
is looted. Artifacts dating back 7,000 
years are taken or destroyed. 


Baghdad General Amer al-Saadi, 
who once ran Iraq's chemical weapons 
program, surrenders to U.S. forces on 
hearing he is on their 55-most-wanted 
list. He says Iraq no longer has chemical 
or biological weapons. 


Iraq U.S. forces stop a bus 
heading toward Syria with 59 young 

men carrying $650,000 and a letter " 

offering bounty for killing U.S. soldiers. — rt 
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Tikrit U.S. forces enter. $ 0 mp 


Saddam's claimed hometown, the j; 
assumed last bastion. | 


A U.S. Marine finally 
finds the time to 
attend to his laundry 
on April 14. He is in 
Tikrit, a former 
stronghold of Saddam 
Hussein, and the city 
he claimed to be his 
birthplace. Behind the 
Marine is part of the 
former summer 
residence of Saddam, 
a two-square-mile 
spread with some 150 
sandstone buildings 
ornamented with 
verdant palm gardens. 


Tikrit American forces overrun 
the city near Saddam's ancestral home. 
Contrary to expectations, they meet 
little resistance. Tikrit is the last major 
target to come under Coalition control. 


Baghdad U.S. Marines begin 


joint patrols with Iraqis. 


Washington The war is, for all 
intents and purposes, finished, says 
Army Maj. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal: 
“The major combat engagements are 
over because the major Iraqi units on 
the ground cease to show coherence." 


NEM Washington President George 
W. Bush, following the advisories of his 
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Twenty-four-year-old 
Raoul was Saddam's 
servant for eight years. 
On April 15 he revisits 
the Tikriti palace. Above, 
he checks out one of 
Saddam's bathrooms. 
At right, he totes a picture 
of Saddam and his wife, 
Sajida Khairallah Tulfah. 
At left, Raouf surveys 
the damage inflicted by 
a Tomahawk missile. 
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Mational Museum 
Deputy Director 
Mushin Hasan sits 
with head in hands as 
he contemplates all 
that has been lost to 
the looters. Coalition 


soldiers swooped in 


to help, but too late. 


t 


aS 


While General Franks 
(with hands folded) 
makes plans for 
reconstructing Iraq 
in a Saddam palace, 
U.S. Marines stand 
guard outside a 
barbershop in Kut 

as a boy gets a trim. 
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Past, present, future: 


A woman walks 


among unearthed 


graves in al-Karkh 
Cemetery outside 
Baghdad, which is 
filled with Shiites 
killed by Saddam. 
Left: Shiite pilgrims 
in Karbala. 


sa 
On April 27, the 
al-Amtithal 
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COMING HOME 


On April 19, 2003, 
U.S. Army Chief 
Warrant Officer 
Ronald Young jr., 
his POW ordeal 
over, is back in 
the embrace 

of his family at 
Fort Hood, Tex. 
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March 20, 2003 Bombs begin to fall on 
Baghdad. Coalition troops enter Iraq to 
secure Rumelia oil fields. 


March 21 A campaign of “Shock and Awe” 
begins as some 1,500 bombs and missiles 
Strike targets in Baghdad. 


March 22 The Iraqi 5151 Mechanized Division 
surrenders at Basra 


March 23 Convoys are ambushed in 
Nasiriya; six soldiers are taken prisoner. U.S. 
Marines meet resistance at the port city of 
Umm Qasr. 


March 24 Coalition forces launch offensives 
in Nasiriya, Mosul and Kirkuk. 


March 25 Umm Qasr ts secured by troops 
from the United Kingdom 


March 26 One thousand U.S. paratroopers 
are dropped into northern Iraq. 


March 27 Heavy fighting takes place in 
Nasiriya. 

March 29 An Iraqi suicide bomber kills four 
U.S. soldiers at Najaf. 


March 31 8-1, B-2 and 86-525 pound 
Baghdad. 


April 2 Coalition forces attack Republican 
Guard divisions south of Baghdad. 


April 3 U.S. troops seize the Saddam 
International Airport and come within 
12 miles of Baghdad. 


April 7 The British control Basra and capture 
Saddam's palace there; after dawn bombing 
attacks, U.S. Marines move into Baghdad 
and encounter moderate opposition. 


April 9 U.S. forces gain control of Baghdad. 


April 14 U.S. troops conquer Tikrit, the last 
major city to fall. 
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